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The landscape of Colorado exudes a signature elegance: the arrangement
of a stand of aspens or a grove of pines, colorful yet rough local stones,
bright sunlight angling across a lovely afternoon. Add family or a few friends
and some food and drink, and it's possible to entertain or just relax with anty
branches for a ceiling and pine needles for carpet.

Such a vision must have inspired Dakota Custom Homes in 2005 when
creating this five-bedroom, four-bath Black Forest home, which s2ems to
rise from the earth with the rustic elegance and natural materials of its

surroundings.
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“There's not one thing that makes it unique
— there are so many,” says Arlyene Reynolds, who
lists the home for $399,000. "it's an exceptional
find with its 5-acre lot centered on Pikes Peak and
the 5,400-square-foot house."

A curving driveway leads through the Ponderosa
pines to the home's stucco and stacked-stone
exterior, the four-car garage deftly ucked away
behind the home and out of sight from the frant.
The stone facade, the tailored landscaping beds
and the grassy lawn areas mingle with the natural,
raugh-and-tumble forest and seem to arganically
belong amidst the pines.

This feeling of rustic elegance remains on a
tour through the home's 6,668-total- square-foot
interior, which begins past the 8-foot walnut
front door in the great room. Australian cypress
wood floors are accented with inlaid slate, while
numeraus arches and custom wood columns add
elegance to the combined dining, living and kitchean
areas.

“The architectural design is very unique and
attractive,” says Reynolds. She points out the
columns and the built-in entertainment center as
examples of the builder's talent for wood detail.
“All his mill work is done on-site, all the wood
work. 5o it's not pre-fabricated or mass-produced.
Everything is custom to this house."

Pikes Peak sits front and center in many of the
sunny windows as well as on the attached Trex

and wrought-iron deck.

The island kitchen, open to the rest of the floor
plan, is an ideal place for cooking a large, family
dinner. Both luxurious and utilitarian, the room
features slab granite counter tops, stainless steel
appliances, two convection ovens, a six-burner
gas stove with a nearby pot filler, custom cabinetry
with under-cabinet lighting and — perhaps its
most unique feature — what Reynolds calls a
“crumb sucker.” This tiny vent can be nudged open
with your foot and suction sweeps away crumbs
into the central vac systam.

“We just had a party here for about 75 guests,”
says Reynolds. "It accommodates everybody
because it's so open. Not everybody crowds into
the Kitchen, but they are still visible and part of
what's going on."

For private time, however, venture down the
curving hall to the master suite. The seller's
favorite part of the home is the spa-like, five-piece
master bath, where a U-shaped walk-through
shower contains multiple rain shower heads, the
soaking tub is jetted and two vanities offer ample
storage in more custom cabinets.

“With the big bath tub and the walk-through
shower and the river rock, it feels like Colorado
elegance,” the saller explains.
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Arched niches highlight the walls of the bedroom,
where, says Reynolds, “You don't even have to
take your head off the pillow to see the Peak.”

A two-sided fireplace connects to an alcove
— perfect for an office, reading room or nursery
— and a walk-out exit to a private deck.

Rounding out the main level of the ranch-style
floor plan are two bedrooms connected by a Jack-
and-Jill bath and a dedicated study with double
doaors, a beamed ceiling and wood wainscoting.

But, says Reynolds, the home doesn't end on
the main leviel. *The whole entertaining area on
the upper level flows into the entertaining area on
the lower level,” a walk-out basement with 9-foot
ceillings and the fifth bedroom.

The 18-by-14-foot recreation room houses a gas
fireplace with a slate facade, room for a foosball
or other gaming table, and a four-stool wet bar.
Glass-fronted cabinets, wine storage and rough-
edged granite counter tops invite a party, and
the dishwwasher, cook top and refrigerator make
throwing the party easy on the host.

From here, guests can walk out to a concrete
patio — the home's third outdoor entertaining
space — to the backyard, which includes play
equipment for the Kids, a waterfall feature for the
grownups and a serene view that appeals to all
ages.

But the hidden gem of the home lies down the
hall in the fully loaded theater room. Viewers can
enjoy surround sound and a projection television
from one of two levels of seating. A coffered
ceilling, wooden columns with sconces and three
levels of lighting illustrate the builder's cantinued
attention to detail and comfart.

Of the theater room and the rest of the custom
home, Reynolds notas, “1 think so much aof the
house is beautiful but also very utilitarian.” She
loves how the builder tied the home together by
weaving certain materials — slate, travertine and
wood, for instance — throughout the floor plan.

"Everything is tied together so it just feels
like: superior, custom Colorado elegance,” she
concludes. “It's definitety one of a kind." W
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